
Inside
Story
Inside
Story

Editor’s Note:  Having a child addicted to drugs
or alcohol can tear a family apart. Today, the
mother of one of our Hebron graduates shares the
trials and blessings her family has experienced.

Before their son, Mike, came to 
Wheeler Mission, the only thing

his parents Marian and Vince knew
was that we fed people at
Thanksgiving and that people from
their church had volunteered here.
Today, they know first-hand how
Mission programs help restore lives!

“Michael is the second of six
children. His best friend was our first
son, Danny. But when Mike was 13
and Danny was 14, Danny was struck
by lightning and killed while the boys
were playing baseball. Mike was
devastated,” recalls Marian.

Even though he got involved
in drugs and alcohol in
college, Mike still graduated
from Ball State and got a
great job as a sales rep
for an insulation
company. But
gradually, his
addictions started
interfering with his
life. And when he
was badly injured

in a car accident and had a hard time
finding work, his drug use increased.

“We prayed and prayed. Then 
we told him he couldn’t stay at home
and use drugs. He ended up sleeping
in his car where someone from
Wheeler found him one bitterly cold
night and told him about the
Mission,” says Marian.

“Vincent and I would go down to
Hebron on Sundays along with our
daughters and their children. It’s a
very close-knit community. There’s a
lot of prayer for all these men. They  
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Changing Lives in Central Indiana Since 1893

Care Center • Men’s Mission • Hebron • Community Center • Lighthouse • Annabel’s

Visit Us Today!

While we would rather take
you on a personal tour

and show first-hand what you
and others help us do, you now
can learn about us in the 
privacy of your own home or
office. Please visit us today 
at www.WheelerMission.org
and learn about:  

■ How your support is making
a difference in the lives of
needy men, women and
children here in Central
Indiana

■ Ways you can volunteer your
time at the Mission

■ Donating securely online,
which saves us
administrative costs and
allows your gift to be put to
work immediately.

(continued on page 4)
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se that
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r in this
 hope
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ved.”

Simple. D
irect. To

 the poin
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isen Lord
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I believe
 this spi
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rt this v
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e for a b
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future fo

r men, wo
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hildren w
ho are

homeless,
 hungry, 

addicted 
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d. Thank 
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s give th
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t that ca
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defeated!

Wishing y
ou an Eas

ter fille
d with ho

pe,

Rick Alvi
s

President
/CEO

A MESSAGE 

FROM RICK ALVIS

Moving Your
Feet so Others
Can Eat!

The Drumstick Dash set a
new record with 5,000

registered walkers and runners.
The Running Company again
hosted our 5th Annual Drumstick
Dash Run/Walk. The 4.5 mile
event took place Thanksgiving
morning, November 22, at 9:00
a.m. through Broad Ripple with
all proceeds to benefit Wheeler
Mission. The overall winner, Jeff
Powers of Bloomington, also set
a new record by finishing the
race with a time of 21:40.3
minutes, nearly a minute faster
than last year’s winner. 

We want to give special
thanks to all our volunteers and
sponsors for making this event
happen (see list on page 4). We
could not have done it without
their help. We’re already looking
forward to this year’s race and
hope you are as well. If this Mission were a holiday, it 

would surely be Easter! Easter is
spring sunshine after a dark winter.
Easter is a time when the earth is
reborn. And Easter is hope – hope for
a better life, hope for a tomorrow with
enough food and shelter, hope for
change.

Thanks to your support, the lives

of men, women and children are
transformed because they have found
hope at Wheeler Mission, our Care
Center, Hebron, Lighthouse and the
Community Center. You can see it in
their eyes and hear it in their voices
when they share their stories.

Through your gifts of time and
money, and through your prayers, you

We Are Easter People!
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bring hope to the people in our
community who need it most. With
your help and hope, they overcome
poverty, addictions, and suffering
and move on to live healthier,
happier, more hopeful lives!

Please continue to help us bring
this message of hope to those in need
by sending a special Easter gift today. 

You may use the enclosed
envelope, or make a secure donation
online at www.WheelerMission.org. 

While most of our donations
come from individuals, we

could simply not be able to do
all we do without the help of
foundations. We are thankful to
the following foundations for
their generous support of
Wheeler Mission Ministries: 

O’Keefe Family Foundation
for their support of Family and
Children Programs at the Care
Center

The HC Gemmer Family Christian
Foundation
for the Hebron Addiction 
Recovery Program

Indiana Youth Institute
for a Personal Development 
Grant Award to allow staff to 
receive training

The Richard M. Fairbanks
Foundation
for General Operating support for
Youth and Mission programs  

for program support

Automotive Finance Corporation
for Care Center General Operating
Support

Carrier Corporation, The Jenn
Foundation, The Lauth Family
Foundation and The Nina Mason
Pulliam Charitable Trust
for general operating support

Ronald McDonald House Charities
for a new youth and family
department minivan

Downtown Optimist Foundation
for their support of Youth programs

Charlotte R. Schmidlapp Fund 
Fifth Third Bank, Trustee
for their support of Higher Ground
recovery program for women

When Vicki first came to the
Mission’s Care Center, she was

in terrible shape. “If someone had
asked me if Vicki was employable the
first few weeks she was here, I would
have said no,” remembers Director
Paulette Moore. “Her depression had
made her physically unable to
function,” she says.

Yet, with a roof over her head,
regular meals and the loving care of
our dedicated staff, less than three
months went by before Vicki was
back on her feet and working as a
greeter and cashier at Wal-Mart!  

Vicki’s life has not been an easy
one. A bad fall two years ago
necessitated major surgery and cost
Vicki her job at a deli. “My arm was
in such bad shape I couldn’t go out
looking for work,” says Vicki. Both her
parents are deceased and she’s lost
touch with her daughter. She was
staying at a friend’s house on the
north side before coming to the Care
Center, but she says, “it just wasn’t
working out.”

In addition to the staff, Vicki’s
roommates at the Care Center have
been helpful and supportive. “One girl
is a bit older than me and she’s the
one who took me out when I was
putting in applications and showed
me the bus route. If I need to go
anywhere, the two of us usually go
together,” Vicki says.

Being able to stay at the Care
Center as part of our Guest Worker
Program will enable Vicki to save 
the money she needs for her own
apartment. “If I hadn’t found the 
Care Center, who knows what would
have happened. I might have been 

on the street!”

I Might Be On the Street



Here’s My Special Easter GiftHere’s My Special Easter Gift
Use it to provide Help and Hope to people in need.

� $25.06 for 14 meals and care
� $37.59 for 21 meals and care
� $62.65 for 35 meals and care
� $__________to help as much as possible

� Bill my credit card: 
� VISA  � MC  � AMEX  � DISC

CREDIT CARD #

EXP. DATE PHONE #

� Please send me information about your monthly giving club.

Wheeler Mission Ministries
205 East New York Street 
Indianapolis, IN  46204-2114

NAME

ADDRESS

CITY / STATE / ZIP

E-MAIL ADDRESS

Please return this completed form with your donation. Your gift is tax-deductible as allowed by law. You will receive a receipt. Thank you.

EAST08

Donate online at www.WheelerMission.org or call 317-635-3575.

There are many things to remember
about Frank W. Morton, but one very

special to us here at Wheeler is his loving
commitment to this ministry. He served on
the Board of Directors for more than 54
years, presiding as president for several
terms. Frank was a great “thinker” and
helped Wheeler in countless ways to
become a strong and stable organization.
Mr. Frank Morton went to be with his Lord
and Savior on November 29, 2007, just
shy of his 95th birthday. 

Frank was a 1931 graduate from
Piqua High School in Ohio, and in 1936
received his Bachelor of Law degree from
LaSalle Extension University. He actively
practiced law for over 69 years. He was a
member of the Indiana State Bar Association
and the Indianapolis Bar Association. In
1936 Frank was admitted to the U.S.
District Court and the Indiana Supreme
Court, the U.S. Supreme Court in 1959
and the U.S. Court of Appeals in 1973.   

He was a disabled Army veteran of
WWII, having been wounded twice. He
received two Purple Hearts and four
Bronze Stars. He was an active member of
Northwood Christian Church where he
served as an elder and a Sunday School
teacher. In 1941 he married Mary Strouse,
who preceded him in death. He is survived
by a daughter, Linda Wakefield, and two

grandchildren,
Mathew
Wakefield and
Sarah Smith.          

Not 
only will 
his memory
live in our
hearts, but we will also
be reminded of his generosity as we see
the Morton Chapel on the grounds of the
Hebron Center at Campt Hunt. We are
thankful to Frank for his genuine concern
for those in need. Due to his efforts, many
have found a future of hope. We will miss
our friend but we rejoice in his
homecoming.

In Memory of

Frank W. Morton
Thank You to the
Drumstick Dash
Event Sponsors!

Huntington
Running Compnay

Kroger
Applebees

WFMS
Costumes by Margie

Brooks
Brewer Direct

Printing Partners
Noodles & Company

Jackson Oil
McNamara Florist
Justice Marketing

Broad Ripple High School
WHMB

Clown Around Party Rentals
Drewmont Graphics

Harlan Bakeries
Non Profit Financial Solutions

Starbucks
Indy Parks and Recreation

WTHR 13 
Sunflower Market

Ray’s Trash Service, Inc.
Bodkin Associates, Inc.
Indiana Turkey Market
Development Council

Progressive Design Apparel

have counseling for parents, spouses and
children and it’s excellent. It’s a family
gathering that really helps family members
to understand what’s happening.

“Mike says God has totally healed
him, filled him with so much love and he
wants to pass it along to others,” Marian
says. Today, he’s working at a Mission in
Cincinnati where he can serve the Lord
and help others the way he has been
helped.

A Mother’s Testimony
(continued from page 1)
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